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Email address for response:_burdens@communities.gsi.gov.uk
Response to Review of Statutory Duties Placed on Local Government
The National Association for Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (NAAONB) is a voluntary body whose membership includes all the AONB Partnerships/Conservation Boards in England and Wales, many of the Local Authorities with statutory responsibility for AONBs, a Trust which manages AONBs in Northern Ireland, as well as a number of voluntary bodies and individuals with an interest in the future of these nationally designated landscapes. 

A number of AONB Partnerships/Conservation Boards have responded individually to this consultation and the comments of the NAAONB should be seen as supportive and supplementary to these.
Statutory duties placed on local government are essential and fundamental tools for ensuring that the special qualities of our designated landscapes are appropriately conserved and enhanced.

NAAONB is extremely alarmed at the prospect of removing duties relevant to the sound management of designated landscapes. Section 85 of the Countryside and Rights of Way Act (2000) is of primary relevance to Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) but there are other duties placed on local authorities; relating to rights of way, biodiversity and commons that are of equal importance for the effective management of designated landscapes.

Ref No 149 – Defra 037 Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 Section 85: ‘Duty to have regard to the purposes of Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty – local authorities (and others) should take account of the statutory purposes of AONBs when coming to decisions or carrying out activities relating to or affecting land in these areas.’ 

Current guidance relating to this duty is provided by two documents:
1. ‘Duties on relevant authorities to have regard to the purposes of National Parks, AONBs and the Norfolk and Suffolk Broads’, Defra Guidance Note, 2005, and
2. 'England's statutory landscape designations: a practical guide to your duty of regard’, Natural England, 2010 (NE243)
The Section 85 duty applies to “relevant authority” and helps ensure that the actions of a wide range of to a “Duty of Regard” to natural beauty. the term ‘relevant authority’ is defined in legislation as including any Minister of the Crown, any public body, any statutory undertaker and any person holding public office. Through the co-ordinating activities of AONB Partnerships the duty has facilitated efficient delivery of services, as well as responsibilities toward our national designated landscapes.

The Section 85 duty helps local authorities achieve conservation and enhancement of the nationally designated landscape lying within the authority’s area. It is tailored to support the specific purposes of this national designation and provides a consistent approach across administrative boundaries,
Removing this duty would compromise local authorities’ abilities to achieve cross-departmental involvement in the AONB and undermine a proven framework for engaging a wide range of public bodies in AONB management and harnessing their actions to support its conservation, 

Fulfilling the duty is practical and proportionate for local authorities through the use of a single, simple and established tool – the AONB Management Plan - to inform decision-making and judge compliance,
The Section 85 duty supports delivery of the AONB Management Plan that is a multidisciplinary, locally prepared and agreed policy statement for managing these valued national assets and 
The Section 85 duty has facilitated significant work at a local level to safeguard and enhance nationally designated landscapes. For example:

· Joint Accords with the Forestry Commission and English Heritage have led to greater coordination of landscape conservation across a number of AONBs:

· English Heritage research work leading to comprehensive documentation of evolution of historic landscape that has aided management in AONBs including Malvern Hills, Quantock Hills and Mendip Hills 

· Electricity companies working with AONB Partnerships are voluntarily supporting the under-grounding of overhead wires to enhance iconic sites within the designated landscape eg Western Power Distribution at St Mawes, Cornwall AONB.

Sally Marsh, Sarah Jackson and Dave Dixon for the National Association of AONBs
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