SOUTH WEST PROTECTED LANDSCAPES

Meeting With Western Power Distribution (WPD) Oct 6th 2011
Undergrounding Overhead Wires

Meeting Notes 

Present: Christian Hjelm, Wayleave & Consents Manager WPD,
Dave Dixon, SWPL Collaboration Manager, Chris Woodruff (East Devon AONB),), Emma Dennis (Exmoor NPA), Jo Rumble (Dartmoor NPA), 
Apologies: Colette Holden (Cornwall AONB). Jen Clarke (Dorset AONB), Robin Toogood (S.Devon AONB)

	Issues Discussed 

	Action

	
Update on Selected Schemes

Isles of Scilly – Old Grimsby Tresco

On ground works expected November 2011


Cornwall - St Mawes 
Trenching works completed by NT, installation due for completion soon

Letter required from Cornwall AONB confirming this as first choice site

Dartmoor - Walkhampton 
Final costings looking more like £620k incl 10k for mitigations and surveys. Issues remaining are;
· Going out for more quotes fro the trenching work – can only reduce costs for the scheme,
· NE consultation required for sections over SSSI, DNPA ecologists has no issues,
· SAM survey required, DNPA staff support available,
· DNPA assisting with early consultations for the Commonland Consent.

WPD looking to allocate staff to help with commonland consents here and at Alysbeare.

Dartmoor- Vennford
Consents are in place DNPA have commoners support – WPD to progress with formal commonland consent.



East Devon – Alysbeare
Progress is slow, lots of route changes and staff busy on other work – Need to get more focus for agreeing the final line of the undergrounding and then kick start the commonland consent process. Fear slippage in momentum will impact on timing of undergrounding works.

Descriptions of undergrounding scheme across designated sites need to comply with habitats directive and would benefit from a common template – East Devon happy to share.

AONB to assist WPD in briefing stakeholders regarding the commonland consent.

Letter required from AONB confirming this as their first choice route

Exmoor - Hawkcombe Head
Excellent progress; archaeological survey done revealing no issues and NE support for the scheme is in place. One issue might be the access needed to remove poles an wires from SSSI land – WPD to explore options and timing.

Works underway with target for completion?

Exmoor – Porlock
[bookmark: _GoBack]SG agreed that this scheme can now progress to implementation.
NE support in place for removal of lines from SSSI – ENPA looking to cover archaeological costs – WPD investigating needs and location for a sub station. Works could begin relatively quickly.

Cotswolds – Landsdown
Good progress made with landowner consent to undergrounding line. Archaeological surveys completed, possible SAM near trench line needs further investigation.
Possibility of trenching works this winter.
Letter required from AONB confirming this as first choice site


The revised costings for the above eight schemes take allocation to £1.5 million – WPD happy to move forward with scheme expenditure as and when schemes are ready to go. 

SG agreed to continue to call for and assess candidate sites from AONBs so that a reserve list can be developed – The reserve list will be called upon should any of the above schemes fail to progress to delivery or come in under budget. The reserve list of schemes is important if protected landscapes are to demonstrate an ongoing need for WPD investment in undergrounding overhead lines.
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Assessment of Candidate sites

a) Isles of Scilly AONB - Holy Vale  

SG considered Holy Vale as a potential reserve scheme and had the following comments:
· It appears the line in question has been bundled and is not open wire – WPD to confirm 
· Noted that there is a need for co-operation with BT to achieve pole removal,
· Is £10k for archaeological surveys/costs sufficient?

SG happy to give an 'amber' to the scheme joining the reserve list - would ask for feedback from the IOS AONB or the local Parish outlining strong local support for the scheme/ more photographs of the line and justification for undergrounding, esp giving the Isles of Scilly AONB context. An offer of IOS support with archaeological surveys and letters from BT would strengthen the case for this scheme.


b) Isles of Scilly AONB - Chimney at Hugh Town 

SG considered IOS AONB request for funding to remove redundant electricity generating chimney at Hugh Town. The Ofgem directive does not cover the removal of intrusive electricity infrastructure other than overhead lines - The fund cannot be used for removal of redundant chimney.

c) Cornwall AONB - St Agnes 

SG happy to give an ‘amber’ to this scheme joining the reserve list – request further information from Cornwall AONB:
· Confirm section of line looking to underground –WPD to cost this up for next SG
· Need for Archaeological survey? Any support toward this cost?
· Any comments from NE?

d) North Devon Coast AONB - Berrynarbor 

A number of issues remain with this village scheme:
· Need for BT co-operation to remove shared poles,
· Extent of disruption to local residents – road closures/ garden access/ disturbance,

WPD can advise North Devon Coast AONB re the possible line of undergrounding and benefits in terms of pole/ line removal so that the Parish Council can understand the impacts of any scheme.

SG would need to be assured that there is strong local support for a scheme and that BT would co-operate fully to ensure maximum impact. 
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	Press and Publicity

With two schemes nearing completion SG agreed that WPD/SWPL should work on a draft press release -  Once agreed the press release can be used by WPD and AONB/NPA to ensure we get the right messages out about the value and importance of the undergrounding works.


SG to send through any wording they would like to see in press releases – quotes from NE/ Parishes etc 
	

SWPL to contact Paul Bishop WPD


ALL

	Undergrounding in Midlands region of WPD

The identification of schemes in the old Central Networks area continues with 2 forums looking at the Eastern area (Peak District /Linc Wolds) and Western area (Malverns/Cotswolds/ Shropshire Hills). Re organisation of WPD staff has now worked through so should see more activity on scheme selection and delivery.

The undergrounding initiatives do come back to Christian Hjelm so any issue can be raised through the SWPL SG if necessary.
 
	

	
AOB

Undergrouding candidate sites take time to identify and develop – It would be good to share experience to date

CWoodruff to provide a timeline on the Alysbeare site
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Next Meeting

THURSDAY 26th  January 2012
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