SOUTH WEST PROTECTED LANDSCAPES

Meeting With Western Power Distribution (WPD) May 4th 2011
Undergrounding Overhead Wires

Meeting Notes 

Present: Christian Hjelm, Wayleave & Consents Manager WPD,

Dave Dixon, SWPL Collaboration Manager, Jen Clarke (Dorset AONB), Emma Dennis (Exmoor NPA), 

Apologies: Chris Woodruff (East Devon AONB) ,Jo Rumble (Dartmoor NPA), Robin Toogood (S.Devon AONB), Colette Holden (Cornwall AONB).

	Issues Discussed 


	Action

	News

Western Power has acquired Central Networks and as a result has greatly extended the area under which the undergrounding scheme applies – the biggest implications will be for Cotswolds and Wye Valley AONBs.


	

	Update on Selected Schemes

Isles of Scilly – Old Grimsby Tresco


Scheme now finalised with work scheduled to start in Autumn 2011.

Cornwall - St Mawes 
Trenching work has started.

WPD concerned about early Press coverage in the West Briton (Apr 14). SG already agreed a press protocol re undergrounding schemes – Await completion of works, WPD/SWPLF agree press statement.

WPD PR Manager to draft a standard statement re the WPD/SWPL undergrounding project for use in press statements

Letter required from Cornwall AONB confirming this as first choice and wider support within AONB
Dartmoor

Walkhampton progressing well. Close to finalising the route. As trenching costs will exceed the £150k WPD threshold prices being sort from outside contractors. DNPA helping with archaeological mitigations. Common land consent dependant, aiming for scheme to be undergrounded in Autumn 2012 but may be later as budgets need to be managed over the 5 year period (2010- 2015)
Venford also to progress but will be caught with common land consent. Archaeological & habitat surveys may be required
East Devon – Alysbeare
Work continues to try and finalise the line of the undergrounding ahead of seeking Common land consent.

Letter required from AONB confirming this as their first choice route and wider choice within AONB
Exmoor

Hawkcombe scheme making progress thanks to the Exmoor HLF Landscape Partnership allocating £9k to assist in agreeing route and getting community support

Landowner consent agreed in principle, subject to final line and easement.

£220k confirmed as Hawkcombe allocation – WPD to email SG to confirm final costings

Possibility that works could start as early as summer 2011
Letter required from Exmoor NP confirming this as first choice and wider support within NP
Porlock scheme has community & landowner support. Clear case to support undergrounding as poles are the only vertical feature in the landscape.

SG agreed to allocate £135k to this project and it will now be progressed to final scheme (including landowner consents) for SG approval.
Cotswolds – Landsdown

WPD working on consents for the large core project – Estimate of £200k acceptable and WPD to come back with final costings for next meeting

Letter required from AONB confirming this as first choice site and wider support within AONB
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	Assessment of Candidate sites
Blakcdown Hills AONB has flagged chardstock village as a potential scheme. WPD initial assessment estimates that the scheme would cost around £456k. Three problems:

 Difficulty of finding places for terminal poles,

The BT wirescape will be retained and

WPD already undertaken a upgrade lines in this village changing from open wires to less visual ‘bunched’ wires (opportunity missed)

 SG agreed to ask B.Hills AONB to demonstrate the level of community support for a scheme and if exists to come back with a core area of the Conservation Area for detailed analysis (Village Green/ Church etc) to see if any scheme was possible
North Devon AONB

Berrynarbor scheme for key street. WPD outline costings is £75k (£250 per metre) for mainline and services or £45k (@150 per metre) mainlines only. Issues:

Poles will remain if overhead services remain
BT wirescape remains

Logistically difficult and disruptive for residents

SG saw merits in scheme and agreed to ask North Devon AONB to demonstrate the level of local support as scheme would need high level of local co-operation.

N.Devon to complete pro forma for next meeting 

Dorset AONB

Chideock Scheme (revised) Quarry Hill spur to be undergrounded. WPD estimate £100k ( £78 per metre). Issues:

Need evidence of community support for a small section of undergrounding,

Potential conflict due to new pedestrian pavement in vicinity,

Need justification that impact will be significant.

SG Agreed to await completion of new pavement and Dorset AONB re visiting the coastal strip to assess whether there are other small overhead sections that might be better candidate sites. 
Eype Village Scheme

WPD estimate this scheme at £150k ( £140 per metre). Issues:

Need to demonstrate community support,

Traffic control and resident disruption 

BT lines remain
SG agreed that Eype merits further investigation, especially spur lines in the surrounding valley. Dorset AONB to complete proforma with community support/ photos etc for a scheme around Eype for next meeting
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	New Schemes

Deadline for new candidate schemes ( esp from Berrynarbor/ Eype and Blackdown Hills) 29th July 2011.

Cornwall AONB second scheme to be encouraged along with other AONBs to come forward with schemes that can worked up ready as some schemes may not proceed or may be delayed if there are logistical or landowner problems for example
CWoodruff to provide a timeline on the Alysbeare site
	All

	Next Meeting

WEDNESDAY 7th September 2011
	


