SOUTH WEST PROTECTED LANDSCAPES

Meeting With Western Power Distribution (WPD) Jan 13 2011
Undergrounding Overhead Wires

Meeting Notes 

Present: Christian Hjelm, Wayleave & Consents Manager WPD,

Dave Dixon, SWPL Collaboration Manager, Chris Woodruff (East Devon AONB), Jen Clarke (Dorset AONB), Emma Dennis (Exmoor NPA), Jo Rumble (Dartmoor NPA), Robin Toogood (S.Devon AONB)

Apologies: Colette Holden (Cornwall AONB).

	Issues Discussed 


	Action

	Update on Selected Schemes

Isles of Scilly – Old Grimsby Tresco

Archaeological investigation undertaken, no expectation of issues, recommendation is for a watching brief – quote from Island contractor £1200 acceptable.

WPD to finalise scheme costs for final submission to SG

This to be done via email to minimise delay in starting works

Letter required from IOS AONB confirming this scheme as the AONB selection

Cornwall - St Mawes 
Already sanctioned by SG works expected to start March

Letter required from Cornwall AONB confirming this as first choice
Dartmoor

Two schemes progressing to final costings – Problems with weather preventing site meetings to finalise routes and Walkhampton and Venford will be caught with commonland consent. Archaeological & habitat surveys may be required
East Devon – Alysbeare
Commonland consent needs resolving but cannot be progressed until final route agreed and all wayleaves resolved

Aiming for final route by mid Feb 

AONB to assist WPD in briefing stakeholders regarding the commonland consent

Letter required from AONB confirming this as their first choice route
Exmoor

Two schemes. Hawkcombe progressing to final costings and Porlock Weir will do after next meeting if further new schemes being put forward are limited.
Hawkcombe need to resolve archaeological requirements before finalising route and costs. WPD and Exmoor to pursue jointly.
Cotswolds – Landsdown

Site meeting AONB/WPD completed – have divided schemes into 3 stages. All three to be costed with priority given to roadside and skyline sections

WPD to come back with worked up costs and roadside and skyline sections being progressed for final costings and consents
Letter required from AONB confirming this as first choice site

ONCE ALL TECHNICAL ISSUES ARE RESOLVED THE SCHEME WILL COME BACK TO THE STEERING GROUP FOR FINAL APPROVAL BASED ON FINAL COSTINGS.
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	Assessment of Candidate sites
No new sites submitted for assessment at this meeting.

The currently level of budget allocation is estimate at £1.3m (based on all progressing sites being implemented)

Given likelihood of issues with schemes WPD keen to see more candidate sites come forward – DD to talk to Lead Officers from AONBs with no active schemes as yet to encourage identification of at least 2 candidate sites or a letter confirming no schemes expected in the 2010-2015 period

WPD to offer AONBs resource to scope undergrounding opportunities in a given area by assessing budget costs ahead of detailed assessment or consultation by AONB within their organisations.
AONBs/NPAs with second choice sites to come forward for costing phase – Exmoor and Cotswolds AONB schemes already in for budget costing

Cornwall AONB to submit details of second candidate site

LAST CALL FOR CANDIDATE SITES TO COME FORWARD

31 MARCH 2011

April SG to seek full allocation of funds with contingency sites identified
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	Archaeological & Biodiversity Evaluations
WPD practice is to undertake (in areas of archaeological or ecology interest) a desktop biodiversity and archaeological evaluation prior to finalising the line for undergrounding –potentially costly mitigation can often be avoid by slight modifications to route.

WPD look to use consultants to undertake desktop evaluations – see standard format in WPD case studies

http://www.southwestlandscapes.org.uk/ProjectLibrary.asp?ProjectCategoryId=28
AONBs/NPs can access in kind contributions from in house specialists or partners to provide the desktop evaluations – where this is possible please let WPD know. Alternatively WPD will commission necessary evaluations to enable final routes to be determined.
 
	CHjelm to provide case studies
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Common Land Consent
WPD sought clarification of the legal position regarding commonland consent for undergrounding in November. The advice is that undergrounding works on commonland which could impede access will need commonland consent in most cases.

Consent required an application process through Defra likely to take 3 months, assuming no objections raised or up to 6 months if objections can be resolved through correspondence. Expect longer timescale if has to be resolved through an inquiry.
Informal consultations with stakeholders ahead of consent application will be important to avoid protracted delay to scheme implementation.

AONBs/NPs and WPD need to work together on managing pre consultation phase and scheme application process
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Undergrouding candidate sites take time to identify and develop – It would be good to share experience to date

CWoodruff to provide a timeline on the Alysbeare site
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	Next Meeting

THURSDAY 4th May 2011
	


