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Email address for response: neighbourhoodplanning@communities.gsi.gov.uk 
Neighbourhood planning regulations -  Consultation
The National Association for Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (NAAONB) is a voluntary body whose membership includes all the AONB Partnerships/Conservation Boards in England and Wales, many of the Local Authorities with statutory responsibility for AONBs, a Trust which manages AONBs in Northern Ireland, as well as a number of voluntary bodies and individuals with an interest in the future of these nationally designated landscapes.

A number of AONB Partnerships/Conservation Boards have responded individually to this consultation and the comments of the NAAONB should be seen as supportive and supplementary to these.
Thank you for the opportunity to input this consultation. The National Association for Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONBs) would like to make three points in helping government ensure that Neighbourhood Planning regulations strike the right balance between standardising an approach to neighbourhood planning and providing for sufficient local flexibility to reflect local circumstances.
(1)
NAAONB supports the governments’ ambition to inspire communities to get involved in and have real influence over the future of their neighbourhoods. This approach to ‘localism’ sits well with the Defra/ Natural England led Action Plan for the European Landscape Convention to promote wider understanding and appreciation of landscapes, improved knowledge and care, as well as a sense of inspiration, well-being and connection between people and place.
(2)
Management Plans for AONBs are Statutory documents produced as required by the 2000 Countryside and Rights of Way Act (CRoW).

All 38 English and Welsh AONB have five-year plan which detail policies and priorities for actions shared by the local authorities partners and key stakeholders, including local communities.

Producing a Management Plan is a statutory requirement for every AONB.  Its purpose is to:

· Highlight the special qualities and significance of the AONB

· Present a vision for the future of the AONB

· Set out objectives and policies to secure the vision

· Identify what needs to be done, by whom and when

· State the condition of the AONB and how the effectiveness of its management will be monitored

· Reflect the views and aspirations of a wide range of AONB stakeholders and parties with an interest in it

· Co-ordinate the work of different partner organisations

To ensure that neighbourhood planning meets the government requirements for robustness and national consistency the NAAONB suggests that the regulations framing neighbourhood planning should highlight the importance of protected landscape Management Plans and the opportunities they present for local , integrated solutions to sustainable growth. 

(3)
Across England and Wales the Partnerships offer a valuable resource for neighbourhood planning. Through the dedicated AONB teams there is the offer of data and information about the condition of local landscapes and through AONB Management Plan delivery a direct line for local people to support and shape sustainable solutions to local development.

D.Dixon
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