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Email address for response: ____________________

Response to National Grid Proposed Approach to Undergrounding New Electricity Transmission Lines

The National Association for Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (NAAONB) is a voluntary body whose membership includes all the AONB Partnerships/Conservation Boards in England and Wales, many of the Local Authorities with statutory responsibility for AONBs, a Trust which manages AONBs in Northern Ireland, as well as a number of voluntary bodies and individuals with an interest in the future of these nationally designated landscapes. 

A number of AONB Partnerships/Conservation Boards have responded individually to this consultation and the comments of the NAAONB should be seen as supportive and supplementary to these.
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on these proposals. 

 

Section 1 - Background

We welcome the opening statement acknowledging that “Burying high voltage electricity lines can have landscape and visual benefits” . 
We are also pleased to note reference made to underground cables having been used in the past when     “passing close to or through parts of nationally designated landscapes”. AONBs welcome opportunities to work with the industry in identifying opportunities for visual amenity improvments brought about htorugh undergrounding overhead lines.
Section 3.
Duties and obligations

This section refers to the duties set out in Schedule 9 of the Electricity Act  1989  of licence holders with respect to the “Preservation of Amenities and Fisheries” However, but omits the words “natural beauty” are omitted with reference made to “landscape and visual amenity”. We feel it would be better to amend this and refer to preserving “natural beauty” as required by the Electricity Act. 

We understand that licence holders are also subject to the statutory duties set out in Section 85 of the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 and Section 11(2) of the National Parks and Access to the Countryside Act 1949. These statutory duties require such bodies, in exercising or performing any functions in relation to, or so as to affect, land in an AONB or National Park, to have regard to the purposes of designation of the AONB or National Park.  We would press for these additional statutory duties being referred to at this point in the statement.

Reference is made in this section to Government policy as set out in National Policy statements for energy. We feel it important to note that paragraph 5.9 of the draft Overarching NPS for energy (EN1) does a number of things:

· Clarifies the important protection provided by Planning Policy Statement 7 for nationally designated landscapes (including AONBs and National Parks); 

· Reiterates the criteria for assessing major development in protected landscapes as outlined in PPS7 (it clarifies that the NPSs will not override PPS7 for such developments); 

· Recognises that development outside the boundary of a protected landscape may affect the designated area, and 

· Refers to the duties placed on the IPC to have regard to the purposes of designation of AONBs and National Parks. 

Whilst we do not expect that all this detail need be included in the statement specific requirements with respect to designated landscapes should be highlighted in the statement. 

E.g. “National Grid also has particular responsibilities with regards to National Parks, Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONBs) and Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs). We recognise the special protection afforded to these areas when planning new transmission infrastructure.”

The specific requirements will be of particular relevance in finding the “appropriate balance between all our obligations” as referred to in the statement.
Section 4 - Process

We feel that the Stakeholder Community and Amenity Policy is comprehensive in the commitments made to consultation and option appraisal. It would be helpful, however,  if paragraph 1 it could be made clear that the “alternative options” for new transmission lines include alternative route options, rather than just alternative methods of construction along a preferred route.

Malcolm Watt / David Dixon on behalf National Association For AONBs
March 10 2011
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