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17 October 2011
Alan C Scott 
Department for Communities and Local Government
 Zone 1/H6 Eland House 
Bressenden Place 
London 
SW1E 5DU



Dear Mr Scott
Draft National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF)

The National Association for Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (NAAONB) welcomes the opportunity to respond to the consultation on the draft National Planning Policy Framework and recognises the government’s clear commitment to the conservation and enhancement of AONBs.

The NAAONB approach is to focus on the key changes we seek to the draft National Planning Policy Framework (dNPPF) to ensure AONB Partnerships can continue their work to conserve and enhance natural beauty within the context of coherent legislative framework. 

We support the broader submission of Wildlife and Countryside Link, but in this response we focus on the policies that would have greatest relevance for and impact on Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty.

NAAONB is keen to help government achieve a clear, concise planning framework that is understood and used by all, and which set out what is really important in order to regulate an integrated and responsible approach to development. NAAONB welcomes the principle of simplifying planning and see this as a major opportunity to clearly define policies for the conservation and enhancement of natural beauty.




[bookmark: _GoBack]
Our three headline points are:


1) Strengthening the dNPPF in support of the conservation of natural beauty and the established planning principles that ensure AONBs and other nationally designated areas are afforded the highest status of protection – We propose the following text for Paragraph 167:

“give great weight to the conservation and enhancement of natural beauty in National Parks, the Broads and Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty respecting the highest status of protection afforded to them for their landscape and scenic beauty. The conservation of wildlife and cultural heritage are important considerations in all these areas, and should be given great weight.”

2) Inclusion in the dNPPF of a statement on the setting of designated areas consistent with the governments National Policy Statements.
“Developments outside nationally designated areas which might affect them
The duty to have regard to the purposes of nationally designated areas applies when considering applications for development proposals outside the boundaries of these areas which may have impacts within them. The aim should be to avoid harmful impacts on the purposes of designation and such projects should be designed sensitively given the various siting, operational, and other relevant constraints”

3) Giving greater prominence in the dNPPF to the European Landscape Convention, Natural Environment White Paper and the Ecosystem Services Assessment as a framework for taking forward holistic and integrated land use decision making. The ELC promotes a character based approach to planning and the use of Landscape and Seascape Character Assessment should be promoted more strongly within the dNPPF in line with emerging “best practice guidance” for landscape planning and management.




Yours Sincerely,





NAAONB
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The National Association for
Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty

Fosse Way
Northleach
Gloucestershire GL54 3JH

Tel: 01451 862007
Fax: 01451 862001
Email: jill.smith@naaonb.org.uk

A company limited by guarantee no: 4729800
Registered office as above
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