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Press Release

Embargo until 21st October 2011
Joint release on behalf of:

· South West Protected Landscapes
· 1 South West Cycling
Inspiration on 2 Wheels
Planning a visit to cycle in the National Parks and AONBs of south west England is set to become a whole lot easier from today thanks to investment by the Rural Development Programme for England.  
The Adventure Cycle Map was launched on 21 October by world class cyclist Andrei Burton at Princetown, Dartmoor. This new interactive map contains cycle legal off-road routes all over the south west of England, including both Dartmoor and Exmoor National Parks and the Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty. Whether you fancy a day out cycling with the family or a challenging cycling experience, this map has something for you.
Dave Dixon of South West Protected Landscapes has brought the project to fruition, working with the 1 South West Cycling Project.  Dave said, “Cycling is a great way for people to get out and enjoy the south west’s breathing spaces and has a broad appeal.   This online mapping allows us to provide lots of information such as photos and videos, enabling people to choose trails that will suit their cycling ability.  We want to help people have a great day out and keep coming back by providing information that helps them plan their trip with confidence”

The Adventure Cycle Map aims to bring tourism business benefits to the rural south west throughout the year.  Bicycle shops, hire outlets and clubs can all be found on the map.  Cycle-friendly accommodation will be shown on the map soon.  The information shown is of use to people planning horse-riding or walking trips as well as those planning to cycle.  To encourage responsible use of trails National Park and AONB staff can attach information to each individual trail such as indicating if a trail is prone to erosion in wet ground conditions, or trails that will be busy and best avoided at peak visitor times.  
To view the system please visit www.1sw.org.uk and click on a link to the interactive map.
ENDS

For further information please contact Dave Dixon, South West Protected Landscapes on 07921 891412 or Paul Hawkins, 1 South West Cycling Project, on 07795 427660.
NOTES TO EDITOR
The Adventure Cycle Map enables the Protected Landscapes to put across positive management messages to enable people planning a cycling trip to do so responsibly.  It shows all of the cycle legal tracks in the Protected Landscapes but leaves the decision of which trails to ride down to the individual.  Dartmoor and Exmoor National Park Authorities already produce their own printed graded cycling maps and these are extremely popular.
Cycling can be enjoyable whatever the weather and provides a great alternative to other more seasonal activities for a wide range of ages and abilities.  

Cycling appeals to people of all ages is a great way of introducing a love of the outdoors to a wide audience.  The Adventure Cycle Map shows a wide range of trails from the gentle Tarka Trail to the wild bridleways of Dartmoor.  It puts people in touch with cycling experiences that are most suitable for them, hopefully leading to them having an enjoyable time.
RDPE

This project is part financed by the European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development 2007-2013: Europe investing in rural areas. In England, the European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development 2007-2013 is delivered through the Rural Development Programme for England (RDPE). It is an important part of the Common Agricultural Policy and helps create genuinely sustainable farming, forestry and food sectors, whilst bringing wider benefits for the economy, the environment and rural communities. It is the European Union's major investment route for protecting and enhancing the environment while securing a range of public benefits for society. Defra is the Managing Authority and is delivered in the region by the South West RDA, Natural England and the Forestry Commission. For more information, visit www.sw-ruralgateway.info/   
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South West Protected Landscapes

South West Protected Landscapes is the umbrella body for the 2 National Parks and 12 Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty across the south west.  These protected areas cover 37% of the south west.  South West Protected Landscapes provides a bridge between the separately-run protected landscape areas to assist and encourage them with sharing of knowledge and experience, promotion of learning, development of skills, co-ordination, joint working, strategic planning and promotion.  Visit www.southwestprotectedlandscapes.org.uk/ 
1 South West

The 1 South West project aims to bring health and business benefits to the south west through encouraging sustainable adventurous cycling.  Visit www.1sw.org.uk   

1 South West is a partnership project hosted by the Forestry Commission and directed by an Executive Board comprising Woodland Renaissance, CTC (The UK’s National Cyclists’ Association), Sport England, International Mountain Biking Association UK, British Cycling, Devon County Council, South West Protected Landscapes Forum and others.  
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The photos below can be provided in higher quality jpeg format by emailing paul.hawkins@forestry.gsi.gov.uk   
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