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Email address for response: forestrypanel@defra.gsi.gov.uk
Comments on the Future of Forestry in England
The National Association for Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (NAAONB) is a voluntary body whose membership includes all the AONB Partnerships/Conservation Boards in England and Wales, many of the Local Authorities with statutory responsibility for AONBs, a Trust which manages AONBs in Northern Ireland, as well as a number of voluntary bodies and individuals with an interest in the future of these nationally designated landscapes. 

A number of AONB Partnerships/Conservation Boards have responded individually to this consultation and the comments of the NAAONB should be seen as supportive and supplementary to these.
Thank you for the opportunity to provide comment on the future of forestry in England. 

  
NAAONB would like to underline the significance of trees, woodlands and forestry in our protected landscapes. Trees, hedges and woodlands are key components in defining landscape character.  The sustainable management of trees and woodland benefits the environment, people and the economy and is critical to the delivery of AONB purposes.

NAAONB recognises that there is a significant role for the state in setting the context for sustainable management of the nations woodland and forestry assets – The role of Government in managing state assets and safeguarding the public interest requires a sound research and practice base - Currently provided by the Forestry Commission, NAAONB supports the continued development of this knowledge base to guide sustainable forest management. 
Tree and woodlands, by their very nature, demand that both the state and private forestry sector take a long term view about investment and management – In this context, short term policy shifts can have significant impacts on management. NAAONB is keen to see government setting out a long term vision for our woodlands and forestry so that communities and the forestry industry have the confidence to invest in sustainable management.
AONB Management Plans 2008-2014

Collective Priorities for Woodland and Forestry;

Ensure all ancient woodland sites in favourable condition

Develop and support landscape-scale initiatives to restore UK BAP priority Habitats, conserve associated species and increase resilience to climate change

Promote the retention and sensitive management of trees and woodland, especially the hedge banks, hedgerow trees, historic parkland trees, small woodlands, orchards, veteran and ancient trees which are of particular importance in our AONBs/NPs.

Support and encourage the planting of new woods and specimen trees, subject to existing biodiversity interests and the careful selection of sites and species to reflect and strengthen local landscape character

Support and encourage and support the development of markets for timber, wood fuel and other woodland products and services and other income generating uses for woodland, including access, which encourages sustainable management and economic viability. 

Support sustainable farm diversification and multi-purpose woodland management especially where this provides improved access and facilities for a wide range of audiences to enjoy outdoor recreation.

Encourage the provision of appropriate land based skills training that ensures the continuation of land management skills that conserve and enhance the landscape

Our key points to the Panel:
1) Future Vision 

Sustainable management is vital: 
The role of woodland in enhancing ecological connectivity, building ecological resilience and helping adaptation to climate change is recognised across the statutory AONB Management Plans. AONBs are keen to promote new planting and better management where it will deliver such benefits whilst recognising the competing pressures on land use and the need to safeguard special landscape and other habitats. 

NAAONB believes it is important that both the Public Forest Estate and incentives for private woodland management should aim to deliver multi-functional forestry. Timber Production needs to go hand in hand with the appropriate management of the ecosystem services delivered by trees, woodland and forestry.

Wood fuel is seen by AONBs as a major opportunity to reintroduce beneficial management into many unmanaged woods, to develop small rural businesses in processing and supply wood fuel and to better connect rural communities, particularly in more remote areas, with their local woodlands. 

A key aspect of  Forestry Enterprises management role is the production of Forest Design Plans (FDPs) which are drawn up in consultation with local communities and other stakeholders. The adoption of a broader environmental and public service remit and long term development and investment guided by FDPs is ameliorating many of the negative aspects of early plantation forestry. This includes better landscaping, PAWs restoration, protection of riparian zones and of historic features.  Many of these projects would not be viable if judged against pure commercial forestry criteria. The combination of productive forestry with this much wider public benefit agenda is a unique combination that should not be under valued.
A greater say in woodland and forest management for local communities:

NAAONB believe that the case for local people having a stronger voice in the management of local landscape assets is well understood. There is no “one size fits all” solution to community engagement in woodland management and much depends on local circumstances and opportunities. NAAONB is keen to see an expansion in community supported forestry as both a driver for active management of woodland and as a safeguard to the non market benefits of woodlands (i.e the recreation and biodiversity gains).
The necessary investment in resources:

Facilitating local community participation and greater use of the wooded landscape for recreation and other health related activities requires adequate investment of resources – AONBs are there to support private owners and the Forestry Commission to better engage local people in managing our special landscapes.
Clear and better linkage between the public and private forestry sectors: 

NAAONB is keen to see much more widespread co-operative ventures between the public and private Forestry sectors so that there is better delivery of a consistent supply of quality timber/ woodland products as the basis for driving multi functional woodland management.
A Recreational asset for public benefit:

Public access to woodlands and forests, and in particular the Public Forest Estate, is extremely important to the enjoyment of our designated landscapes. Forests have the ability to absorb significant access and visitor pressure with only limited impact on the landscape or the tranquility of the area. The principle of open access in many of the Public Forest Estate woodlands and the provision of both formal and informal parking areas and access by bicycle or horse is used and appreciated by millions of people each year. 
In addition, this public benefit can reduce visitor pressure on surrounding, and often more fragile, landscapes and habitats. Many other woods and forests have access agreements and public rights of way and these are valuable in maintaining the overall access network.
2) Priorities & Challenges

How can we ensure the ‘non-market’ benefits of the Public Forest Estate are fully realized and are not lost through sell off or single focus forestry operations? 
The biodiversity and recreation ‘wins” presented by multi-objective and sustainable management of the Public Forest Estate are significant and in places critical to the future delivery of AONB purposes.

Forest recreation can help reduce the people pressure on other more sensitive areas of AONBs less able to withstand large numbers of visitors, AONB Partnerships keen to work with the Forestry Commission and other interests to strategically plan access and recreation needs of our designated areas.

The Public Forest Estate lends itself to the implementation of landscape scale initiatives as advocated by Professor Lawton, such as extensive PAWS restoration, open habitat creation, “fuzzy forest” and the restoration of wetlands. All of these have no direct commercial value and, in most cases, would only be viable on privately owned land with greater intervention from the public purse. 

Any assessment of the value for money and cost effectiveness of the Public Forest Estate therefore needs to take account of the many intangible benefits that it delivers. The fact that it is not managed on a purely commercial basis is a key factor in such an assessment.  

How can we ensure we fully realize the role of woodlands and forestry in developing low-carbon landscapes in protected areas?

The ecosystem services of forest areas provide for mitigation against and adaptation to, climate change. It is now well established that forests can play a role in water purification, reducing soil erosion and flood risk as well as providing renewable fuel and building materials. Improved management, buffering and extension of woodlands will contribute to the development of low carbon landscapes and ecological resilience.  

AONBs can help provide the strategic context for managing trees and woodlands as part of a low carbon landscape through the AONB Management Plan process.
NAAONB recognises a key role of advisors/ agents in pursuing the best solutions for delivering ecosystem services from woodland assets and finding the right financial and motivational incentives for accelerating adaptation and mitigation initiatives.

NAAONB supports the actions for extending tree planting; “the right trees in the right place” and carbon management identified in the Read Report.
Disposal of forests – The Public Forest Estate has been shown to be a much valued asset to a wide range of people. However, NAAONB would not want to preclude future joint ventures with the private sector, NGO’s or communities that require transfers of forest ownership to unlock value from forests or help build links and connectivity between woodland and other habitats at the landscape scale.

NAAONB supports the following priorities for the management of England Woods and Forests:
· Conserve and enhance biodiversity through woodland management and creation.

· Conserve and enhance landscape by increasing understanding of landscape character and the use of local Landscape Character Assessments to guide woodland creation to appropriate locations.

· Protect ancient semi-natural woodland through strengthened controls – in principle no further loss of these should take place, except in exceptional circumstances

· Restore degraded and/or planted ancient woodland sites.

· Ensure the sustainable management of forests and woods through grants and impartial advice. 

· Continue research into the benefits of woodland, especially with regard to mitigating, and adapting to, the negative effects of climate change.

· Continue nationally-led research on tree diseases and pests.

· Stimulate markets for local woodland products. 

· Ensure public sector procurement favours UK timber and other woodland products.

· Develop woodland management skills to meet demand.

· Develop policies and guidance for pest control, including deer and squirrel management.

· Prioritise woodland creation which provides significant ecological connectivity.

· Emphasise trees and woods as a central component of Green Infrastructure around major settlements. Establish a new programme of tree planting and woodland creation in and around towns and cities to improve quality of life and mitigate and adapt to the impacts of climate change.

· Reconnect people and woodlands and boost the positive impact of woodlands on people’s lives. This can include social and physical activity, access and environmental volunteering opportunities

· Maintain and where possible extend public access to woodlands and forests. Extending public access to privately owned woodland should be achieved by incentivising woodland owners, rather than through broadening the ‘Right to Roam’.

· Encourage partnerships between the public sector, private sector and NGOs in woodland management. Partnerships should also include local communities where feasible.

· Maintain a strong, national forestry agency to lead the above.

3) Good Practice Examples
The Cotswold Ancient Woodland Project demonstrate that woodland owners will enter EWGS where they are given information, guidance and encouragement, supported by direct assistance in making an application. The key has been to provide these advisory services at no cost to woodland owners. The project is funded through a partnership between the Cotswolds Conservation Board, Forestry Commission and Woodland Trust.  An assessment of project achievements has demonstrated  benefits of bringing woodland under effective management though EWGS agreements that far outweigh the project cost.

To encourage and guide good decision making, the Cotswolds Conservation Board have published a Guide to Woodland Planting and Management, based on the Landscape Character Assessment for the Cotswolds AONB. The guide highlights both where woodland creation would be appropriate and inappropriate within the 19 Landscape Character Types making up the AONB. The guide is used by the Forestry Commission when considering applications for Woodland Creation Grants.

In the Quantock Hills AONB a joint AONB and Forestry Commission Ranger has successfully helped manage the interface between recreation and productive woodland management. 
In the Blackdown Hills AONB the Neroche Forest Project has helped join up recreational use and management through innovative approaches to community engagement  
The NAAONB and the Forestry Commission signed a joint accord in 2002. A good deal of positive joint activity has resulted at the local level from this national statement.
 
The Kent Downs AONB are currently hosting the national wood fuel path finder project. This is 50% Forestry Commission funded with 50% coming from Interreg Iva. The project is testing ways of making wood fuel viable by brokering demand/ supply, building relationships, providing training and promoting the Renewable Heat Incentive.

 
 
David Dixon
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