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Email address for response: rfi@decc.gsi.gov.uk
Comments on Consultation on fast-track review of Feed-in Tariffs for small scale low carbon electricity
The National Association for Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (NAAONB) is a voluntary body whose membership includes all the AONB Partnerships/Conservation Boards in England and Wales, many of the Local Authorities with statutory responsibility for AONBs, a Trust which manages AONBs in Northern Ireland, as well as a number of voluntary bodies and individuals with an interest in the future of these nationally designated landscapes. 

A number of AONB Partnerships/Conservation Boards have responded individually to this consultation and the comments of the NAAONB should be seen as supportive and supplementary to these.
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this consultation. 

NAAONB is supportive of government policy to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, use resources wisely and increase the use of renewable energy. NAAONB also supports a low carbon approach to economic development – including jobs, innovation and enterprise, built development and renewable energy generation.

We have already seen a number of applications for large (over 50kW), farm scale solar arrays in and around our designated landscapes, especially in areas of high solar irradiance such as south west England.  As large PV arrays are relatively new phenomenon there is limited evidence available on their long term impacts on perceptions of landscape quality. NAAONB is aware of draft guidance produced by Cornwall Council November 2010 and intends to produce its own position statement on solar PV by summer 2011.

The impact of individual solar developments on the special qualities of designated areas will be assessed on a case by case basis. However,  NAAONB is concerned that the current tariff system is disproportionally favouring applications for large arrays. If the current rate of development of large scale PV arrays continues we fully expect a growing number of conflicts with the purpose of Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONBs) designation.
NAAONB is particularly concerned that the cumulative impact of large scale solar PV arrays in or around our designated landscape areas will result in significant adverse effects on landscape character and directly conflict with the duty to conserve and enhance natural beauty.

NAAONB prefer to see a tariff system that supports small, domestic scale PV installations rather than large scale arrays. If setting a limit of 50kW for solar schemes reduces the industry appetite for large arrays in favour of investment in smaller schemes or other renewable options, then this would be supported by NAAONB. 

NAAONB is concerned that any delay in imposing a 50kW limit could result in further inappropriate proposals being rushed through the planning system. 

At present NAAONB has no comment on the impact of Anaerobic Digester installations in our designated landscapes. The impact of such developments on the special qualities of designated areas will be assessed on a case by case basis and comments presented by the relevant AONB Partnership or Conservation Board.

Colin White & Dave Dixon
May 4th 2011
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