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Email address for response: Biodiversity@defra.gsi.gov.uk____________________

Response to Englands Biodiversity Group papers on the new English Biodiversity Strategy
The National Association for Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (NAAONB) is a voluntary body whose membership includes all the AONB Partnerships/Conservation Boards in England and Wales, many of the Local Authorities with statutory responsibility for AONBs, a Trust which manages AONBs in Northern Ireland, as well as a number of voluntary bodies and individuals with an interest in the future of these nationally designated landscapes. 

A number of AONB Partnerships/Conservation Boards have responded individually to this consultation and the comments of the NAAONB should be seen as supportive and supplementary to these.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this document.  
Both papers currently out for comment as part of the process for developing the new English Biodiversity Strategy (EBS) promote a more spatial approach to biodiversity conservation – AONBs across England support this shift and push hard for the new EBS to fully recognise the critical role that AONB designated areas and AONB Partnerships can and do play in initiating and supporting local projects that make a real difference to the health and well being of our biodiversity assets.

The 34 nationally designated landscape areas in England are part of the UK AONB family that cover 8,000 sq miles and engage with over 700 local authority members – The work of AONB partnerships to develop and deliver integrated, adapted and resilient landscape management solutions is widely recognised as extremely cost effective. We feel that a landscape approach should be central to the English Biodiversity Strategy to pursuing ambitions for resilient and functional natural environment assets that unlock the real value of sustainably managed ecosystems.

NAAONB welcomes and supports Sir John Lawtons report “Making Space for Nature” (2010) in which he identifies that National Parks and AONBs should become exemplars of coherent and resilient ecological networks. This will require strong leadership and high levels of cooperation between landowners, public bodies, businesses and the voluntary sector.

AONBs Partnerships are catalysts for more effective conservation, partnership working, civic pride, learning and education. AONB teams are adept at managing large, complex partnerships that represent wide constituencies across a large geographical area. They are expert in addressing diverse audiences and engaging them in a range of subjects. Above all, AONB teams are uniquely practiced in working at both strategic and local levels at the same time and linking the two in a meaningful way that strengthens the strategic planning and gives context to local initiatives.
We support the spatial approach to biodiversity delivery - The ecosystem services framework ensures all services are included and accounted for in decision-making and provides a framework for assessing trade-offs, risks and uncertainties. This ensures the true value of our natural resources is embedded in decision-making and emphasises the importance of natural scientific knowledge.  

The landscape is a useful framework for decision making because it connects socio-economic systems with the natural environment and uses a language accessible to all sectors of the community. We promote the term 'landscape services' recognising that landscapes are expected to fulfill many functions at the same time.

We would like to see greater recognition of the importance of the protected landscapes resource across England in the delivery of the new EBS. 
We would welcome the opportunity to be represented on the Biodiversity Delivery Group as well as the oversight committee; the Biodiversity Programme Board. Full engagement at all levels of EBS governance will make it easier for AONBs to make their full contribution to the design and delivery of the new EBS.

A landscape approach should be central to the new EBS -  managing land should be fully incorporated in a new and strong decision making process based on an maintaining and enhancing ecosystem services,

AONB Management plans are objective led, evidence based plans for large landscapes or biogeographical areas. Understanding this character provides a decision making framework and practical, integrated solutions for a whole range of policy areas from settlement planning to enhancing biodiversity and low carbon land use.
We believe that AONB expertise in management planning and landscape characterization is a necessary and fundamental component for EBS to achieve success. Page 8 of EBG 11-06b identifies the National Character Area as the geographical framework for the proposed Delivery Plan. We would like to see protected areas  added as the other key delivery frame for EBS.

We support the recognition that the new EBS “must help enable a move to more localised devolved decision-making, including considering the issue of local partnership delivery.”  However, we feel that the new EBS must be stronger on supporting the development of locally appropriate mechanisms for unlocking the resources of all stakeholders to deliver sound biodiversity outcomes. We suggest that the Stakeholder Liaison Group be more of an open forum. We do not believe that it is justifiable to roll the existing England Biodiversity Group forward and rename it the Stakeholder Liaison Group. 

As it stands the EBS Governance paper describes a top down approach with nationally defined outcomes and critical actions. As key partners AONB are looking to the new EBS framework to encourage and support local engagement with landowners, farmers and communities and supports biodiversity outcomes without forcing top down solutions and prescriptions. The full engagement of AONBs at the national and local level should be a key pillar for the new EBS.
Dave Dixon 
Feb 7th 2011
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