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National Association for Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONBs) - Comments on Defra Information Strategy Consultation
The NAAONB is a voluntary body whose membership includes all the AONB Partnerships in England and Wales, as well as many of the local authorities with statutory responsibility for AONBs, the Trust which manage AONBs in Northern Ireland, as well as a number of voluntary bodies and individuals with an interest in the future of these iconic landscapes. 

A number of AONBs have responded individually to this consultation and the comments of the NAAONB should be seen as supportive and supplementary to these.
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this document. 

We applaud the steps Defra is taking to make data and information publicly available. 

Since the publication of Defra Business Plan 2010 -2015 – Richard Benyon MP, Minister for the Natural Environment and Fisheries has set out his aspirations for AONBs and underlined the importance of AONBs ongoing success. As a result Defra will take on the sponsorship of AONBs from April 2011. We hope that the up dating of Defra Business Plan, expected in November 2011, will reflect this new commitment and expand on the role AONBs can play in helping Defra achieve their 3 core aims.
We also hope, that in time, achievements of the AONB family will register as an input and impact indicator for Defra. The National Association is keen to work with Defra and Natural England to develop and report on a robust set of indicators pertaining to our designated areas. The indicators should help understand the overall health of our designated areas as well as the performance of the AONB Partnerships in spending Defra funding on conserving and enhancing special qualities of our landscapes.

We feel strongly that AONBs are well placed to help Defra understand and report on landscape change across the 18,000 sq kilometres covered by AONB designation in England and Wales. The primary mechanism being the statutory AONB Management Plans developed and published by the AONB Partnerships on behalf of their constituent local authorities. 

We would ask that the Defra Information Strategy includes helping AONB Partnership develop robust data systems that will improve management planning processes – AONB management is dependent on data collection and monitoring of the forces for change impacting on our landscapes. Defra can help AONBs by making data more readily available and this should include making data available at AONB geographies, in particular as ‘shape files’ so that Defra data can be presented through AONB Geographic Information Systems.

David Dixon 

January 10th 2011
Final 
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