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National Association for Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONBs) - Comments DCLG Consultation on Data Burdens
The NAAONB is a voluntary body whose membership includes all the AONB Partnerships in England and Wales, as well as many of the local authorities with statutory responsibility for AONBs, the Trust which manage AONBs in Northern Ireland, as well as a number of voluntary bodies and individuals with an interest in the future of these iconic landscapes. 

A number of AONBs have responded individually to this consultation and the comments of the NAAONB should be seen as supportive and supplementary to these.
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this document. 

We support the Coalition Governments ambition to ensure that request for information made by Whitehall to Local Government is necessary, proportionate and justified. We accept that collecting and reporting data, demands time and money, and the demands for data made by Whitehall can represent a significant burden on local authorities.

However, we recognize that some information is necessary in order for government to meet its international obligations, and to account to Parliament and the public for its performance. We feel strongly that in the context of delivering national and international responsibilities for biodiversity and landscape there is a strong case for government to report on the changes in the state or condition of our biodiversity and historic assets in a landscape context. 

Defra has proposed retaining the reporting on the proportion of Local Sites in positive conservation management. This is a continuation of NI 197 and whilst this measure is useful it falls short of the growing need to capture progress with a landscape approach to biodiversity and heritage management.

We would urge government to find a viable measure against which local authorities can show year on year betterment in their approach to landscape management. 

The UK government is a signatory to the European Landscape Convention (ELC) and Defra/ English Heritage have developed ELC Action plans. It would be helpful for government and communities to have local reporting of how the ELC is being put into practice and how it is making a difference.

We suggestion that Defra select a suitable measure that reflects the growing acceptance of ELC and the landscape approach being used in policy, training, and management within local authorities.

	Data collection name
	Data topic
	Dept
	Main reasons

	Use of the Landscape Character Assessment
	Number of times used in the compilation of the authority’s strategic documents that year, such as corporate plans, LDF, highways policies & programmes, educational programmes, etc
	DEFRA
	EU / International legal obligation



	Town and village enhancement schemes
	Number of schemes

Completed to implementation phase
	DCLG
	Local accountability

To support local decision making

	Planning: landscape assessment
	Number of landscape assessments required as a proportion of the total number of applications
	DCLG
	Local accountability 

To support local decision making

	Landscape Management Planning
	Number of new landscape management plans or number of plans reviewed that year
	DCLG / DEFRA
	Local accountability 

To support local decision making

EU / International legal obligation



	Dissemination of the landscape approach
	Number of landscape training events

Number of participants in landscape training events
	DEFRA
	EU / International legal obligation



	Conservation Area Appraisals
	Proportion of Conservation Areas appraised.

Data collected by area (hectares or square km) rather than number of areas might be fairest way of doing this? It is harder to apprise a big area that three small ones, maybe
	DCLG
	Local accountability 

To support local decision making




 

David Blake
27/01/2011
With Input from Dave Dixon
Final 
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